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SPARK GAP TIMES 


president's 
message 


Your President was_ justifiably 
pleased to learn from our Secretary that 
he has been nominated again by his 
constituents for the office of Director 
of the 8th District. It has been most 
gratifying to represent this fine District 
and to serve as President of our out- 
standing fraternity. This has been pos- 
sible only through the devoted support 
of both past and present Directors and 
members of our unique organization. 
If I’m returned to both offices I pledge 
my best efforts to the continued growth, 
solidarity, and prestige of OOTC know- 
ing I would have that continued sup- 
port to achieve those goals. 


Unquestionably the highest tribute 
ever paid this or any amateur wireless 
organization is that received from Pres- 
ident Nixon and carried in last month’s 
issue of Spark Gap Times. Official 
acknowledgement and thanks has been 
sent to him for the coveted honor con- 
ferred upon us. See page 5 for letter. 
My research reveals that only once be- 
fore has a President of the United 
States extended comparable recognition, 
that being by President Wilson in 1915 
to one of the outstanding amateur 
wireless organizations of the day—the 
National Amateur Wireless Association. 
(See Cover pages). I was honored to 
have been a member of NAWA and still 
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have my membership certificate. You 
should know that President Nixon and 
our Secretary-Treasurer served together 
on the staff of Admiral Halsey until 
the latter was moved to the staff of 
Admiral Nimitz, during World War II. 


The Directors and Officers extend 
thanks to those members who continue 
to give the special extra support to 
OOTC by sending in advance payments 
for the sustaining charge adopted by 
our Club as described in the November 
1969 issue of SGT. Our Secretary- 
Treasurer has informed me that this 
response so far has permitted him to 
send SGT out by first class mail to all 
Directors and to members of the $12 
Club. He hopes it will be possible to 
continue this service despite the inevit- 
able raise in postal rates we will face 
this year. 

Te 


FLASH! 


The Board of Directors by a vote of 
7 to 3 moved to have OOTC affiliate 
with ARRL provided we have the re- 
quired 51% membership ARRL mem- 
bers. Provided this happens ARRL 
will keep us up to date on happenings 
with the League structure and FCC 
matters pertaining to the amateur. 


—Andy 


% aK Re bs 


ON THE COVER.... 


Little did President Nixon realize 
that the late President Wilson in writ- 
ing his ‘‘undated”’ letter to Andy White 
of NAWA- that our great fraternity 
would play such a big part in the devel- 
opment of communications as so ably 
stated by Herb Klein, Director of Com- 
munications, White House, which we 
carried in last month’s issue. Thank you 
Andy, for letting us use this memorial 
extract from NAWA’s bulletin. 


, 


Chuck Boegel’s name and call keeps 
coming in with new applications al- 
though he claams he is not trying for 
the 100 new members. At the present 
rate your Editor can’t see how he can 
miss. 


NEW MEMBERS 


OOTC welcomes the following new mem- 
bers and appreciates the efforts of those 
responsible for sending them applications 
as indicated below: 


1345—Arthur S. Goodnow, W1DM _... 1922 
(Bill Gould, K2NP 


1346—Joseph W. Haluska, W4ZRJ -. 1931 
(Chas. W. Boegel, Jr., WOCVU) 


1347-A—Harold W. Wills, W1DJ -.---- 1932 
(Walt Rogers, W1DFS) 


1348—Nelson C. Lewis, W8RJ _ . - --- 1930 
(Andy Shafer, W8TE) 


1349—Howard H. Ferries, W1HZ _. -.1930 
(Walt Rogers, W1DFS) 


1350—Aaro W. Hershey, K6IN -.....-..- 1923 
(Eli N. Hirsimaki, W8GR) 


1351—Frank E. England, WIWU . 
(Walt Rigers, W1DFS) 


Eh hey ¥: 


1352—George L. Corcoran, W6EEA .. 1928 
(Bert Ayers, W6CL) 


1353—Leon A. Faber, W7EH un ee 
(Gene Hubbell, W7DI) 


1354—Joe Reidel, K6SKT/W2CRB _.. 1923 
(Norman Henkel, K6BA) 


1355—Lt. Col. Wayne E. Perry, K6TX 
(Chas. W. Boegel, Jr., WOCVU) 


1917 


1929 


1356—Harold L. Greene, WIKO ____.. 1921 
(Ray Meyers, W6MLZ) 
1357—Robert P. Brown, WA6ZKI _.. 1923 


(Army Brattland, K6EA) 


1358—Ellery E. Estes, WIAY _..--...----- 1922 
(Walt Rogers, W1DFS) 


1359—Henry C. Johnson, W8AMZ __.. 1931 
(Andy Shafer, W8TE) 


1360—Leonard J. Kramer, W9HPP ___ 1931 
(Chas. W. Boegel, Jr., WOCVU) 


SILENT KEYS 


OOTC 138—Charles M. Emigh, W7ER 
OOTC 535—Harry Harvey, WOANF 


THE TWELVE DOLLAR CLUB 


Kudos to the following for sending in ad- 
vance sustaining fees thus a savings to the 
Club by reducing the frequency of having Ad- 
dress-O-Graph plates made. 

106—Howard S. MaGuire, W2AAO May 73 
145—Sanley H. Byquist, K8VRM ... May °73 

184—Edmond J. Osborne, W6JFQ .. July “73 

208—Floyd F. Taylor, W7BX .......... Aug. 773 
265—John Knight, W6YY .......-.....-.- May 73 
316—Joseph W. Meyer, W2VW .... May ’74 
430—J.. A. Hutcheson, K3ZVH ‘May *73 
508—A. Earl Patterson, W2BWU .... May *73 
540—Franklin Wingard, W9EWH Mar °73 
569—Harry R. Conley, WSUY ........ May *73 
598—Homer B. Courchene, W9DQ May ‘73 
608—Fred W. Borton, W4ZF ........ June °74 
103—Robert Holly, WODRY eas Jan. °73 
791—Fred C. Crowell, Jr., WOMIB May °73 
821—Gordon L. Davy, K4IKK ........ May *73 
833—Carl J. Yeagre, W8DWT --_2. May *73 
862—Earl R. Lindner, W9DZG ...... Sept °73 
867—Graham V. Lowe, K4EL ........ Sept “73 
917—Eli N. Hirsimaki, W8GR .......- Mar 773 
930—Dr. T. W. Bywaters, WSMC .. May *75 
936—Elmer O. Bernard, WO@CKI .... May “73 
1029—George W. Kindt, W3VYY .... May *73 
1079—Samuel E. Fraim, W4MOX .... Mar °73 
1088—Fred Hinds, WOWR .............--- Mar °73 
1121—F, H. Hooper, Jr, WoDP] == May “73 
1132—E. Kenneth Taylor, W6WT .... Mar. °73 
1137—J. C. (Carl) Isham, WB6KZF May *73 
1206—Ralph Cabanillas, Jr., W6IL .. Mar °73 


1208—Milton Schwartz, W2SF* ........ Mar 773 
*Call Listed incorrectly, last issue. 


1211—Walter A. Wessel, WOCM .... May 773 
1212—Richard R. Stoddart, W6STD May *73 
1125—Vernon V. Holmes, WOLR .... May °73 
1227—Robert Siegel, W2EVC .......... May 773 
1230—Glen R. Smith, W6ROO ........ May *73 
1242-B, C. Carpenter, W2RB] .......- May 773 
1243—Homer Dunham. W8DEH .... May *73 
1272—Burton Langley, W6AOC ...... Sept 773 


Correction: Last issue of SGT showed 608 as 
being James Farmer. Please note this should 
read: 


608—Fred Borton, W4ZF, ex W4DF July ’74 
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Che Old Old Gimers Club 


ANDREW L. SHAFER, W8TE—PRESIDENT 
315 N. Adams St. -:- New Carlisle, Ohio 45344 


April 12, 1971 


The President, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr, President: 


Sincere thanks are offered for the coveted recognition you have 


‘given our Old 01d Timers Club by the inscription on your personal 


photograph, and by the letter from Mr. Herbert Klein dated February 


G97. 


We accept your plaudits with pardonable pride, and yet with humble 
awareness that each of us has played only a small part in the total 


of achievements. 


Even though active careers are ended for most of us, we are still 
available for whatever use of our capabilities may be needed by 


our fellow men. 


Sincerely 


Dee 2 Oh a 


Andrew L. Shafer 


Elmer, W@CKI in a short note says 
“Twelve Bucks enclosed — more than 
that we owe our thanks to you guys 
on the firing line who do the works. 


The OOTC is a great outfit and SGT 
is a credit to the organization.”’ 


Thanks Elmer, it is the membership 
that makes SGT a credit to OOTC, all 
we do is put it together—Ye Kd. 


ae 7 * R 


Dear Ray: 


Howdy — I have a Fleming valve 
from about 1905 or so, with standard 
base. Need matching equipment to put 
in museum. Also have DeForest double 
wing, new, in original carton with in- 
spection tab from 1908 and need match- 
ing audion box for exhibit. Will donate 
these tubes at ruinous expense to the 
Rocky Reach Museum if someone will 
come forth with audion boxes so they 
look like something. Also looking for 
the Arlington Tuner with Perikon de- 
tector. Since I am at sea muchly, kindly 
contact W7HF on the mountings. Does 
anyone have a Grebe rotary gap? Need 
badly to complete a rig. Or a Navy 
standard 14-KW spark? from the sub- 
marines, or were they 14-KW? So long 
I don’t remember. 


Any Grebe equipment. Have the CR- 
18 but no coils, have the CR9, need the 
rest of the line. 


Anyone have a Connecticut CO air- 
borne spark, the little one with the 
Helix on top? Holtzer Cabot fones? Kil- 
bourne and Clarke fones? 


There’s no fool like an old fool, still 
going to sea. 


73—Keith Olson, W7FS 


Dear Ray: 

I note from SGT just received that 
you would like to locate exWA2MMN, 
Henry Horovitz. 

Had a note from him the other day. 
His QTH: 2903 Point East Dr., K303, 
Miami, Fla. 33160. 

His call is now W4HO. Best regards 
and SGT great, as usual. ; 

73—Stearns, W1PO 


* * x 5 
Ray Meyers, Editor Ham-On-Air. 


Subject: Little Lulu Receiver and 
Transmitter. — 


I am in constant search for Subject 
equipment. I believe it was manufactur- 
ed by Bell Telephone Labs of Whippany 
N. J. Do you know where I can find 
this unit in mint condition? 

Harrison, H. A., 421214 8th Ave. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90008 


* * * * 


Hi Ray: 

Guess this check will make me a mem- 
ber of the Twelve Dollar Club. Glad to 
help. We really enjoy Spark Gap Times. 


I never hear of any OOTC activity 
in this area.- Any information would 
be appreciated. 

73—George Onsum, W7IC 


* * * * 


Earl Lindner, W9DZG in a letter — 


dated April 24th writes that he has 
noticed in several issues there has been 
a reference to “SAROC” and asks if 
it is some piece of apparatus, some one’s 
initials or a new West Coast drink, 
then he adds “I want to be in with the 
money boys in the $12 Club and at- 
tached is my check to cover.” 


_Ed’s Note: No Earl SAROC is not a 
drink or a new piece of gear but refers 
to an annual convention sponsored by 
the Southern Nevada Radio Operator’s 
Club in Las Vegas. Believe me it is a 
dilly of an affair and attended by many 
OOTC members from around the coun- 
try. Usually you may count on at least 
one or two Directors being on hand and 
we have a booth, at no cost to the Club, 
for soliciting new members in our great 
fraternity of pioneers. 
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Dear Ray: 


Count me in on the $12 Club. Its been 
great to see the way the OOTC has 
been growing - Hope it keeps it up and 
I’m sure it will. 

This is my 5lst year in the radio- 
wireless game. Incidentally, in view of 
the fact that ozone in great concentrat- 
ion is poisonous, how come so many of 
the gang are still around. I can still 
smell it! Maybe the hams of long ago 
were watched over by a very special 
guardian Angel! 


Good luck to you and all the gang. 
73—Hutch, K3ZVH, OOTC 430 


Eds note: Perhaps the ozone produced 
by Leydon Jars has made our OOTC 
members immune. 

x * * & 

Some time ago Cleveland’s Fire Chief 
J. O.Baumgardner, W8BF (OOTC 381) 
wrote that he had looked over FCC’s 
proposed frequency allocations set up 
by Docket 19162 and states “I wonder 
how many OOTC members feel about 
the proposal? I know many came under 
the Grandfather clause and of course 
have their Extra First but there are 
-some who just missed out. 


City Governments and States, also the 
Federal Gorvernment spends a lot of 
money and effort to help Golden Agers. 
Why not lower the Grandfather age to 
45 or 50 years. Many retired men in 
Amateur Radio do not have long to go 
but have been a credit to Amateur radio. 
What do others think, Ray? 


Ed’s Note: Orrie I feel sure that 
many Old Timers whether members of 
OOTC or not would like to see some- 
thing happen along the lines you men- 
tion. Personally I would like to see the 
Commission revise Rule 97.9 (c) where- 
any holder of an amateur license for 
40 years who submits evidence that he, 
or she has held a General and or Ad- 
vanced class license for 40 years would 
automatically be eligible for the Extra 
Class license. 


As yau say, many of our pioneers may 
have their span of life limited, although 
you would be surprised to know how 
many $12 Club members keep betting 
me they are good for: at least two 
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years, and it would be great to see this 
rule change made. 


Such a change would eliminate the 
need for expanding the voice frequencies 
suggested in the 13 or more RMs sub- 
mitted to FCC which triggered action 
on Docket 19162. At the same time, 
only experienced people like our OOTC 
members, and those who earn the Extra 
Class .by .examination,. would. move. 
down in the bands cherished by our 
Canadian neighbors and those in Cen- 
tral and South America. These foreign 
amateurs are somewhat apprehensive 
that FCC’s proposed action may cause 
them considerable interference with a 
wholesale move into these portions of 
the band they have been using. At the 
same time, they recognize that exper- 
ienced U. S. Amateurs would use de- 
corum and tact to avoid undue inter- 
ference and maintain good public re- 
lations with our friends, many of whom 
are members of OOTC. 


* * * * 


In sending in his sustaining fee, 
Homer, W5TL asks for his OOTC num- 
ber which he forgot after Hurricane 
Camille took his home and treasured 
belongings. 


Ben McGlashan, W6GY (L) and Ray 

Meyers, W6MLZ, at So. Calif. Chapter 

QCWA Spring Meeting April 17th in 
Inglewood, California 


K@CVU our ace recruiter writes an 
amusing letter in which he sends along 
a post card from a Georgia amateur 
asking for information on OOTC. The 
card was a “penny” postcard and Chuck 
wonders how far back in the Georgia 
woods this chap lives. Chuck is giving 
up his advertising in CQ magazine with 
the April edition and trying to devote 
more time on his Real Estate work which 
has been poor the past year. Last word 
was he would be attending a 50th An- 
niversary High School Class Reunion 
in Cedar Rapids on May 15th and was 
looking forward to that shindig. 


* * * * 
Dear Ray: 

I claim the distinction of being one 
of the few hams that has a SOLID 
GOLD ground for the station. After 
an early retirement I finally settled in 
Placerville (Old Hangtown) California. 
I have purchased a mountain top in the 
Sierras directly on the famous Mother 
Lode. My back yard looks down on a 
canyon that was formed by the old 
hydraulic mining where they washed 
the gold out by brute force. From the 
studio windows in my shack I can see 
for about a hundred miles. Blue skies 
and clear mountain stream water com- 
pletes the picture. Will be set up there 
in about a month. 

Vern Souveroff, K6ZUO 
OOTC 419 
* * * * 
Dear Ray: 

You may want to mention in the 
SGT that Ham Radio magazine for 
for April ’71 carries an article by me 
on old times in radio. 

Although I’m by no means a pioneer, 
my experiences in the ’20s and early 
’°30s may be of interest to some of us 
who are not so old Old Timers (hi). 

Keep up the good work; I enjoy your 
little publication extremely. 

Vy 73—John Davies, KANW 
OOTC 1237 


Dear Ray: 


Please enter my subscription for the 
Spark Gap Times for the 2 years. 


—J. Raymond Whitley, W2RLY © 


Dear Ray: 


I enclose check for $12 for two years 
dues to OOTC. 

The Spark Gap Times is a most in- 
teresting booklet, due no doubt to your 
hard work. I for one appreciate it. 


P.S. The earliest use of ham radio 
that I was involved in was a flood dis- 
aster in Ohio that took place I believe 
in 1913 before ham licenses were used. 
(I am not sure of the exact date). 


A dam in the Miami river broke in 
Dayton and caused considerable damage 
to houses, barns and farm land with 
some loss of life, also most communi- 
cation sources were destroyed. . 

The National Guard’s radio station in 
Dayton took emergency messages and I 
helped transmit many messages to them 
(C.W. of course) from Cincinnati resi- 
dents who had relatives living in the 
disaster areas, also there were the usual 
emergency messages from Red Cross, 
etc. Probably some of the members of 
OOTC will recall this event better. 

At that time I used a galena detector 
for receiving and a Ford spark coil for 
transmitting (and it was broad). 

—Julian Lovejoy, W1BT 
* * * x 
NOSTALGIA 

Herb Beering, WiGE/W1GDY sends 
in a shot of his rotary spark gap, orig- 
inally a Clapp-Eastman, designed for 
him by Charles Roland Leutz of Leutz- 
Golden receiver fame back about 1915. 

Herb Wonders if Charlie is still alive. 
He first met him back in 1912 but lost 
track of him when WW-1 came around 
in 1917. Anyone have the answers? 


Rotary Gap used by W1GE/W1GDY 
way back when 
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CHAPTER NEWS 


Newsletter from New England an- 
nounced a ‘‘Yankee Drummer’”’ luncheon 
in Auburn on the 24th which was set- 
up by Bill McKee, W1KC. The letter 
also indicated that the Chapter was also 
looking forward to an April meeting. 
Director Rogers, W1DFS in a letter re- 
ported that some 300 went to a meet- 
ing in Salem to hear Bud Waite give 
a talk and reported that G8VG and his 
XYL Muriel dropped in to say howdy. 
G8VG is Secretary of “FOC.” Wonder 
if Walt handed him an application for 
OOTC?) 


* * #e 


The Eastern Area OOTC Newsletter 
for April indicates the Braintree lunch- 
eon was attended by some 483 friends 
and members of OOTC—checked the 
list of our licensed amateurs and found 
14 of the eligible 26 OOTC members 
but feel sure Director Walt will do 
some salesmanship here. 

Distinguished visitors at the meeting 
were Bill Windle, G8VG and his XYL 
Muriel who had paid a visit to Walt 
and his X YL Barbara. 

Too late for details on the 70th An- 
niversary of WCC, the Bedford Radio 
Club were scheduled to operate station 
W1SS/1 at the old Marconi site at So. 
Wellfleet on Cape Cod. W1SS was the 
call of OOTC member No. 7, Art Stock- 
elberg who became a silent key in 1966. 
Naturally his club picked up the call 
as a memorial station call. 


No word yet on results of the May 
8th meeting at Portland but it looks 
as tho the Chapter is setting its sights 
for a gala affair on Cape Cod early in 
the fall. 

ok * * * 

The Southern California Chapter is 
steadily gaining membership with the 
addition of 4 new members since the 
last issue of SGT, calls of which are the 
following: WB6APX, K6IN, W6EEA 
and K6SKT. Total membership in the 
Chapter, 123 of which 58 are holders 
of the 50-Year or more Certificates. 

In the next Newsletter which is now 
being prepared will be a complete list 
of the 50-Year Certificate holders and 
membership roster. 
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Bob Holly, W6DRV, Chairman of the 
So Calif. Chapter and 6th Dist. Director 
received a letter from Bert Gamble, 
W5ZC, thanking the members for the 
courtesies received when he paid a 
visit to California last month. He was 
honored at a dinner at Rudi’s Italian 
Inn and later the group assembled at 
the home of Norm Henkel, K6BA, where 
Ray Meyers, W6MLZ, entertained them 
at the piano and at the same time re- 
corded the “Springtime in the Rockies” 
specialty. 


Vance Phillips, W6BG has acquired a 
Yaesu FTdx 560 Transceiver and will 
soon be on 80 meters with a vertical an- 
tenna. Vance lives in Santa Barbara 


California, which is about 100 miles 
from Los Angeles. 


OOTC Members receive the 50-Year 
QCWA Certificates at the So. Calif. 
Chapter QCWA Spring Meeting, April 
17th in Inglewood, Calif. L-R, W6PXH, 


K6MAG (a bit shy), W6UK and W6WT 


April 2, 1971 


Solano Yesterdays 


20 YEARS AGO FROM NEWS-CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES-HERALD FILES 
A new, radio-controlled air raid 
warning device which will make Solano 
County’s present warning system as ob- 
solete as the one-horse shay, was demon- 
strated here today by Ray Meyers, 
superintendent of communications for 
Vallejo, and Thomas A. Bayley, county 
communications superintendent. 


Where, Oh Where, Did Those Millivolts Go? 


from Ray Guy, W4AZ, 1969-1970 Prex. 


Mr. Thieu,Director of Radio Viet Nam,and Qld Bags,surrounded by a bit 


of choice pulchritudinous Oriental Cheesecake, 


Just. before retiring your intrepid, 
unflappable, monstrously gifted but 
somewhat battered retread spent some 
months in Saigon and _ throughout 
South Viet Nam under contract to lay 
out and build a national broadcasting 
network using a nucleus of a few mixed 
and fair existing stations, of which the 
best was a French 50KW transmitter 
in Saigon. When planning had been 
completed, apparatus ordered, and a 
staff assembled to put the net together, 
my work was finishd. But for one thing. 
Reports of poor performance of the key 
Saigon station bugged me and I took 
my last few days to investigate. You 
wouldn’t believe it! The perimeter of 
the: property was barb-wired, and in- 
side the wire was a circumferential 
ring of machine gun pill boxes, manned 
at night. Well sirs, after one unsucess- 
ful VC raid, they brought troops in and 
dug a complex of trenches around the 
apparatus building, and manned them 
at night. And when these little guys 
dug up the ground they were vastly 
annoyed by buried copper strap every 
few feet, and patiently cut them off 


10 


Living dolls,cute as buttons, 


and buried the ends, as they cursed the 
jerk that put them there. 60,000 feet 
of ground strap cut off at the tuning 
house and rendered useless! In two 
days we had the station singing like a 
canary, and for the first time banging 
into the hot areas upcountry, Plei Ku, 
Da Nang, Ban Methout, Dalat, even up 
to Hue, where I had spent considerable 
time before it was the center of the 
ferocious battle. Kids, did you ever 
have the experience of doing something 
simple, obvious and easy, and being ac- 
claimed a hero for it? If you did, I hope 
you kept your big mouth shut and acted 
like a modest genius, as I did. My bride 
and I decided to spend some time in 
Hong Kong on the way home so I bought 
tickets directly through the airline of- 
fice instead of the Mission office. Smart 
me! I didn’t know that an exit permit 
was absolutely necessary to leave the 
country and they refused to let us on 
the plane. 110 people sat in the torrid 
heat on that airplane and cursed us 
while a Mission officer rushed into 
town 4 miles, dug up on a Sunday the 
Vietnamese official needed, got the 
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permit, rushed back, and like the caval- 
ry coming over the horizon, bailed me 
out. Bob Norby. Formerly a Navy com- 
bat photographer, who made the great 
movie “The Big KE.” In one Pacific 
landing he found himself on the oppo- 
site of a tree from a Japanese infantry- 
man in a duel to the death. Bob won, 
because the Jap had to cock his rifle, 
and his time ran out at the telltale 
sound. 


An exciting and stimulating several 
months. During one weekend of a presi- 
dential election our Embassy felt that 
there might be another attempt at a 
coup and issued instructions to all Am- 
ericans that if things got bad, we were 
to take one, and only one, small bag and 
get to the dock in front of the Majestic 
Hotel, where the U. S. Seventh Fleet 
would come up the 50 miles of the 
Saigon River and take us out. How we 
were to get to the Majestic was some- 
thing we would have to work out our- 
selves, preferably by one of the very 
small native cabs, in which we would 
not be very visible. Friday night Col. 
Kibling dropped by and left an Army 
handgun, and suggested that Mrs. Guy 
be shown how to use it. She could hard- 
ly lift it. Nothing developed, and Tues- 
day we resumed our pleasant habit of 
having cocketails at the sidewalk cafe 
at the Majestic, before dinner. De- 
lightful place, just up the street from 
the floating restaurant we liked so 
much, and where the VC created havoc 
with the mines. In front of the Majestic 
about 2 years ago, at the dock, the VC 
mined and sunk a freighter, right under 
everyones nose. Never a dull moment. 
On one flight on a ARVN airplane to 
Ban Methout, our pilot was radioed 
that the strip had been found to be 
mined during the night and we had to 
turn around and go back to Saigon. 
This junket was a great adventure and 
we wouldn’t have missed it for “the 
world,” as they say. 


My counterpart in Radio Vietnam 
had been a very wealthy intellectual in 
Hanoi, educated in Paris, brilliant, 
charming, weighing about 90 pounds. 
- When fighting the French, Mr. Thieu 
went around the world purchasing arms 
and ammunition for Ho Chi Min, as 
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one of his most trusted lieutenants. 
After the French defeat at Dien Bien 
Phu, Mr. Thieu elected to abandon his 
wealth and connections and go to South 
Viet Nam under a Democratic govern- 
ment, and was made Director of Radio. 
Just before my bride and I arrived 
there had been a coup, street fighting, a 
mess! Mr. Thieu got wind of it and 
warned President Diem, over the air, 
repeatedly in time for the loyal troops 
to pull it out of the fire. But there 
was a pitched battle for Mr. Thieu’s 
building, from which he_ escaped 
with about two minutes to spare. His 
office, and the rest of the building was 
a mess, because there had been a bitter 
battle for the building. Walls stitched 
with bullet patterns, apparatus ripped 
avart, blood in the lobby. Looked like 
Dachau, which I also saw. The politics 
was murderous in the SV Govt, and 
Mr. Thieu, at last reports, had elected 
to become Prof of Math at the Saigon 
University. END. HAPPY? 


* * * * 


K7UGA/ 
K3UIG accepts an antique telegraph 
key from Harry Gartsman, W6ATC in 


VOTC Barry Goldwater, 


the Senator’s office, Washington, as 
Executive Secy Ray Meyers, W6MLZ 
looks on. 


Barry and Harry have been nomin- 
ated for President and Vice President 
of QCWA. All three are expected to at- 
tend the Armed Forces Communications 
and Electronics affair at the Sheraton 
Park Hotel, Washington, June 7 - 11. 


1] 


The 
PIPELINE 


By 
Bill McKee, W1KC 
240 Moreland St. 
Worcester 

Mass. 01609 


Bob Baird, WINN, retired from WGN 
in Chicago on March first, after 35 
years of service. The gang out there 
presented him with a new Collins 30L1 
and a color TV set, plus a big studio 
party. Bob will now set up his QTH 
on the Wisconsin River near Stevens 
Point. Good luck OM and have a well 
earned retirement. We all wish you the 
very best. 


* * * 


Ernest Brelsford, K6TZ, relates that 
he is an old timer from the spark days. 
Some of his early wireless activities 
included operating on a number of dif- 
ferent boats on the Great Lakes back 
around 1920. He made a number of 
trips between Buffalo and Duluth on 
the “Juniato” and also on the “Seeand- 
bee,” which for many years was the 
largest sidewheeler on the lakes. 

Ernie retired in 1967 after a very 
successful business career. Prior to 


his retirement he was Vice-President -. 


Finance of TRW Corp. He can be found 
on 15 and 20 meters when his various 
other activities permit. 

Note — Congratulations on working 
up to that Extra Class ticket OM —Bill. 
* * * * 

Roy Raguse, K6SM, writes that he 
had a grand time during the recent 


OOTC QSO party and noted that every- — 


body was on CW. Roy received his 50 
year Certificate at the last Dinner of 
the Southern California Chapter. 


Note — Congratulations OM—we all 

wish you our very best. —Bill. 
* * * * 

Bill Gould, K2NP, reports that when 
he wrote about the “1918 Call Book 
Boys,” he forgot to include our old 
friend George Sterling, W1AE. 

ae about that one George. 
= ilt. 
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Franklin Atlee, W4PI, wants to know 
if any member can recall the model 8A 
airplane receiver made by Western 
Electric about 1924. Seems that a for- 
mer employee of Western Electric gave 
him one with quite a history. In 1925 a 
plane containing this receiver was ac- 
cidently ditched into the Potomac river. 
When the plane was retrieved, a Mr. 
Ball, an ex W9 managed to obtain the 
unit. He dried it out and then converted 
it for AC and DC operation. The plane 
was flown- by a relative of Herbert 
Hoover. Frank would like to hear from 
anyone interested in this gear. 


* * * ok 


Ken Barbier, K6EO, says that he 
was interested in the recent article on 
“Panneau” which appeared in this col- 
umn. He explains that ‘‘Panneau” is 
a French word for panel and that is 
how they referred to the strips of can- 
vas used in 1920 to pass information 
on to the planes patrolling the forests 
of Northern California. In one of the 
pictures shown, the canvas strips can 
be seen in the foreground to the right 
and rear of the sign indicating the 
headquarters of the Lassen National 


Headquarters of the Lassen National 
Forest, Mineral, Calif. 1920. The panels 
on the ground to the right are in wind- 
blown state of array but when laid out 
properly in long strips conveyed our 
acknowledgement of planes transmis- 
sions or messages of action desired on 
the part of the planes. The radio equip- 
ment tent may be seen to the rear and 
in the background. 
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Forest near Mineral, Cal. The second 
picture shows the old station layout of 
“ML,” the ancient Western Electric 
field equipment supplied by the U. S. 
Army. It had no power so they could 
not transmit. Batteries for the receiver 
had to be hauled in each week. All the 
acknowledgements to the _ patrolling 
planes was done with the panels. The 
old DH-4 planes had wind driven spark 
transmitters on or about 200 meters. 


Note — This is perhaps one of the 
best examples of how much communi- 
cations have improved to date!—Bill. 


U. S. Forest Service Station “ML,” 
Mineral, Calif. 1920. (Summer), Oper- 
ator, Ken Barbier, 6QN. 


* * * * 


Ken Gardner, W2BGN, says that he 
is not a contest fan but did enter the 
OOTC QSO party in April. He enjoyed 
the sportsmanship of the groups and 
found it much more fun than the usual 
DX contests. Ken is putting up some 
new sky wires this summer in his con- 
stant effort to find the perfect combin- 
ation. 


* * * * 


Floyd Duffy Taylor, W7BX, reports 
that he usually spends most of the win- 
ter in San Francisco but this winter he 
came home early to get his only grand- 
son launched on the sea of matrimony. 


He got caught in the wettest winter 


that Western Washington has had in 
many years. He is on 80 meters SSB 
most of the time and wants to send 
his best to all the gang. 
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Rudy Lindquist, W6SM, is retiring 
in June from the electrical construction 
business and hopes to find more time 
to be on the air. He and XYL will tour 
the Pacific Northwest this summer. He 
will be on 40 CW to keep skeds with his 
home town of Turlock, California. 


cS * * * 


Roy Alciatore, W5RU, sends in a 
short bulletin saying that he is feeling 
much better now after his recent op- 
eration. He has been off the air for six 
months so now is going to make up for 
lost time. He finally got a QSL from 
AST7TBR in Ceylon making his DXCC 
score 276 confirmed. Welcome back 
Roy, and our very best. 


* * * * 


Arnold King, Jr.. W2ZT comments 
that the OOTC contest for 1971 was his 
first. He found it most enjoyable. The 
operators were very considerate — a 
rare quality to find in many contests 
the days. 

Note—I agree. —Bill. 


* ae * * 


Bill Gould, K2NP, sends in this very 
interesting report. 

The OOTC Skedule for 20 March, 
1971 on 14115 ke, at 1600 GMT had the 
unusual distinction of having four mem- 
bers present who are listed in the first 
Government Call Book of 1913. They 
were: 

K1IBD, Ted Banta, was 2BD. 

W2MDB, John Herland, was 1JY. 
W2AA/4 John Van Dyke, was 2CX. 
KT7WL, Wally Leland, was 6WL. 


Thanks for this report Bill, this is 
one for the books. 


* * *& ® 


George Sterling, W1AHE, reports leav- 
ing Sarasota, Fla., on April 8th for Bal- 
timore where he attended the Annual 
Dinner of the Radio Intelligence Divi. 
Assn. of the FCC. George directed this 
group as Chief, from 1940 to 1946. 
After a good winter in Florida he will 
be back on Peak’s Island which is off 
the coast of Maine, about April 21st. 
Welcome back OM, the New England 
gang will be glad to hear your signals 
on the net each week. 
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FAMOUS TRANSMITTERS 


By Dave Atkins, W6VX 


Many of us remember the big signal 
on 40 meters from Carmel by the Sea. 
In the 1927 Department of Commerce 
callbook there were just a’ few hams 
listed as capable of 1,000 watts input. 
One of these was 6HM operated by Col. 
Clair Foster. It was designed and built 
by Ralph M. Heintz in San Francisco, 
OOTC member W6RH. 


Ralph, at his plant on Natoma Street, 
had been spearheading the creation of 
Short Wave equipment. Transmitters 
and receivers built by Heintz and Kauf- 
man for expeditions such as Byrd’s to 
Antarctica were making short wave his- 
tory those days. Fred Roebuck, 6DZ/ 
6AAK using a transmitter similar to 
the one in the drawing here, set some 
records on the high frequencies which 
caused a big stir in radio in 1925. Fred 
operated aboard KFUH, the big 
schooner ‘‘Kaimiloa,”’ H & K equipped. 
The record of this DX saga in the So. 
Pacific still exists in the log books of 
many an Old Old Timer. This revelation 
of what short waves could do, started 
a world wide scramble by other ship 
owners and radio services to make use 
of the gold mine of higher frequencies. 


“The Colonel’s’” transmitter got its 
power from a 500 cps motor alternator 
which could feed about 2500v to the 
plates of the two UV204s via the two 
adjustable rf chokes at the top. This 
was a.c. and “self rectified” each tube 


working on alternate half waves of 
power. This resulted in. a beautiful to 
hear 1,000 Hz note among the 100 or 
120 ones, or the more noticeable wobbly 
d.c. notes of these times. The combined 
outputs of the two 250 watters fed the 
single ended tank circuit via coupling 
capacitors (left end). Adjustment of 
coupling was set by the position of the 
chassis in respect to the fixed antenna 
coil mounted on standoffs on the wall. 
Glistening Pyrex insulators supported 
the variable capacitors at high voltage 
points. 

Grid bias was from large resistors 
via two more rf chokes located near 
the bases of the tubes. Grids were 
coupled to the tuned-grid tank via ad- 
justable sections of air capacitors 
(shown tilted out in the right fore- 
ground). 

The capacitors were ruggedly built 
with plenty of air-gap, and gear driven 
by hand knobs mounted on the bronze 
green-sand castings which supported 
the variable, cold ends of the tank cir- 
cuits. The chassis was of polished hard- 
wood The front plates of the capacitors 
were tooled like the inside of a Swiss 
watch with the H & K mark and scale 
divisions. Truly a handsome display of 
radio engineering. Strong men viewing 
it drooled a little. 

In 1929 this transmitter was brought 
up to date with crystal control and con- 


tinued on 7005, 7010, and 7015. 
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Sketch of 6HM’s rig drawn freehand from a photo circa 1926. 
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EDITORIAL 


By Ray Meyers, W6MLZ 


With all the many suggestions as to 
how to divide the bands for the Ad- 
vanced and Extra Class licensees as 
proposed by FCC Docket 19162 released 
March Ist, 1971 which is open for com- 
ments until June Ist, it would be most 
appropriate to suggest a change in 
Rules 97.9 and 19.21 with respect to the 
eligibility for the Extra grade ticket. 
My idea would be to permit these old 
timers who have held an Advanced or 
General Class license for 40 years to 
become automatically eligible to apply 
for the Extra grade. 


Many of us realize that many of our 
members missed that April 17 date by 
days, weeks or a few months. Many of 
our Old Old Timers have reached the age 
now where physical handicaps such as 
arthritis, palsy, etc. would make it im- 
possible to send 20 WPM by hand, as 
the examination requires, not to men- 
tion the fact that some are so unfortun- 
ate as to be unable even to write a 
legible hand. For receiving, the am- 
ateur, unlike the Commercial telepgraph 
exam, is not allowed to use a typewriter 
making it further a drawback for these 
old timers. 


Thanks to the suggestion by J. O. 
Baumgardner; steps have been taken to 
appeal to FCC to lower the bars for 
amateurs having held a license for over 
40 years. We are attempting to get 
SGT in your hands early in order to 
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permit individuals and clubs to put in 
a plug for this idea. Remember, your 
letters should reach the Commission by 
June lst. However, there will be a 
further period in which to respond to 
any proposals made so watch for these 
also. 


I feel sure that were we to ask OOTC 
members for a vote on whether or not 
we should back a move as mentioned 
above, it would carry a majority vote. 
This would take time to canvass the fra- 
ternity so, on my own, with the help of 
Orrie, I have submitted my comments 
on proposal 19162 suggesting that the 
rules be modified for the 40 year clause, 
and also that the bands not be extended 
down into the foregn phone bands ex- 
cevt for those holding the Extra Class 
(if the suggestion made has merit) for 
several reasons. Our Canadian and 
foreign users of the bands below the 
American phone band would then be 
aware of the fact that only old time 
experienced amateurs, or those with the 
“Know How” would be encroaching into 
the portion of the bands they now re- 
vere as “sacred” with the knowledge 
that these experienced people would re- 
spect their type of operation and a 
minimum of interference could be ex- 
pected.- As OOTC is international in 
scope, we should attempt to- retain 
harmonious relations with all of our 
foreign members, and neighbors. 


In submitting my comments to FCC 
I have nothing to gain personally as I 
already hold the Extra Class license 
and should my efforts, with the help 
of a lot of wonderful supporters, bring 
about such a rule change as being sug- 
gested, as the song goes ‘‘Won’t that 
be loverly ?” 
—Ray Meyers, W6MLZ 


* * % % 


Chuck McAuley, W1KJ received a 
nice letter from the Embassy at La Paz, 
Bolivia dated February 2nd in which 
wt stated “All of us in La Paz who work- 
ed to send the little boy Henry Cortez 
for eye treatment to New York want 
to thank you very much for your kind- 
ness in helping with the arrangements. 
Ham radio operators are such useful 
citizens. Henry is back in Bolivia 
healthy and happy. 
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1971 OOTC Q@SO PARTY 


The Fourth Annual QSO Party is now 
history and judging by the comments 
on many logs, was enjoyed by all. How- 
ever your committee believes some facts 
should be pointed out and, an effort 
made to eliminate several problems 
prior to the 1972 Party. | 


The first week-end of April was 
chosen for the Party after a careful 
review of the previous years contests. 
We were lucky and only had several 
state parties to contend with and while 
band conditions were not the best, we 
did pretty well and the time chosen 
appears justified. 


Only 10% of the logs were scored 
properly. This appears to have been 
caused by misinterpretation of the 
point system. Many logs showed five 
points for foreign contacts by U. S. 
stations rather than the three author- 
ized. Many operators counted only the 
TOTAL States worked on ALL bands 
combined rather and the total States 
worked on EACH band for a separate 
band multiplier.- Also some operators 
managed to count a State more than 
once per band As a result of these errors 
and to keep all logs comparable, all 
logs were rescored. This did not drasti- 
cally change any station’s standing but 
did alter several scores, some being re- 
duced, some increased. 


Your committee has volunteered to re- 
design the log form and the many sug- 
gestions received are appreciated and 
some can be used. At the same time 
the instruction sheet will be re-phrased 
in the hope of clarification. This work 
is now under way and will be presented 
to the Secretary in the next few months. 


1—Seventy two logs were received, re- 
cording 2929 contacts. 


2—-Contacts on SSB numbered 148, less 
than 14 of 1%. Very disappointing. 


3—Contacts made on MONDAY, April 
oth numbered 344 by 34 stations, or 
50% of the- stations in the Party 
From this we appear justified in 
extending the Party thru Monday 
as has been suggested in previous 
years. 


HIGH TEN 
XEIAX _ 15,840 W1ZC . 2 5,044 
Wibies 15,219 K4DE ........ 5,008 
W8BKM _ 18,192 W40MW .. 5,304 


WOLR ... 11,175 W6AW .... 5,162 


K6SM ._. 7,440 W9ELG __ 4,450 
SCORES BY STATES AND COUNTRIES 
ALASKA 

KLVCZ>. 2 1386 
ARIZONA 
W7DI ........ 15,219 KTWii.. . 2646 
CALIFORNIA 
K6SM __... 7,440 . “R61 Meee 120 
W6AW 5,162" + “K6Ta. ae 96 
W6IL 2. 31382 -_ W6EDOVY ss 40 
W60L 2948 . W6FB ____. 36 
Keb Ag 1,815  W6BUK...... 34 
KG6RAg ee 966  W6DRV 2 12 
W6MLZ 570.  W6HS © ame 8 
W6SM ....... 165. - Wé6CL 2. 8 
COLORADO 
Wolk 2.318 
CONNECTICUT | 
WIDIT. .:« 2,420-)  .KIBD ee 900 
FLORIDA 
KAGKoah 3,420  W4MOX .... 527 
W4UF 7301  KANP 22g 64 
IDAHO 
WiTCI ends 486 
ILLINOIS 
W9ELG __ 4,450 W9DZG _. 1,000 
W9ACU .... 1,824 
IOWA 
WOLR ... 11,175 
LOUISIANA 
W5OB 493  W5BMM... 4 
MAINE 
WIEM ......... 99 
MARYLAND 
WGA me 1,240 
MASSACHUSETTS 
WLAPL... 1,512. WINE 816 
MICHIGAN. | 
W8DOI _.. 2,442 WS8KPL..... 325 
MINNESOTA 
WQOCKI __ 2,442 
MISSISSIPPI 
W5ANP ....... 4 
MONTANA 
WTRF 308 
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NEVADA 
W7GKEN ........ 390 
NEW JERSEY 


WoT Ts 2205 W2Csx 
W2ZT 1,222 
| NEW YORK 
W2BGN .. 3,362  W2ARX 
W2EMW _ 375 

NORTH CAROLINA 
W40MW _ 5,304. K4EZH 

OHIO 

W8BKM _ 13,1922 WS8AQ 

OKLAHOMA 
W5RB 408 

PENNSYLVANIA 
iWeAalz | 2.875 © W3LM .. 
KAU 2 p48, eCWSOY ok! 25 
wehyD. 192 ~ K3AA ... 15 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
W2A0S /4 3,552 


TENNESSEE 
hADE 5,508 
| UTAH 
1 aUAGP oes 5,544 
VIRGINIA 
W9LRM/4 . 540 =W4AX ____ 980 
W4TUS oo. 304 


| WEST VIRGINIA 
W8HZA ........ 980 


? WISCONSIN 
Ay ONG 1 


CANADA 
1,316 
ENGLAND 
GoW ........ 1,547 
MEXICO 
XEIAX _ 15,840 
NEW ZEALAND 
ZLACA ...._..... A5 


Eid’s Note: Thanks Graham for a job 
well done. Sorry I may have fouled up 
the detail, W6MLZ. 
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Still having trouble running down 
members who move without sending me 
an address change. Thanks to Past 
Prexy and 4th District Director Ray 
Guy, I have now located George Caron, 
W4RC who has apparently moved to 
Danielson, Connecticut. Bill Gould, Di- 
rector for the 2nd District has also help- 
ed me run down a couple of more miss- 
ing members. Thanks Ray and Bill. 


x ¢ A * 


L-R, Bill Breniman, OOTC 869, who 
heads up S.O.W.P. and W6MLZ at the 
Spring Picnic DeForest Chapter. 
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@ National Amateur Wireless Association 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


The organization of the amateur radio oncrators 
of this country under the direction and control of 
representative American civil, military, atid naval 
ofticiais, would undoubiealy be a valuable asset to 
the nation, as it is only through the agency of such 
organized bodies that maximm efficiency oan be ob- 
tained: The value of such an organization in co- 
ordinating the aotivities of 2 large minber of 
specially qualified young men along carefully planned 
lines will be of great benefit not only in an educa- 
tional way to the young men themselves, mt also to 
the country at large when the necessity for their 
employment , Andiyiduadly or as an organization, may 


develop. 


The letter reproduced above was received on March 1 by J. Andrew 
White, Acting President, National Amateur Wireless Association, ac- 
companied by a note from Joseph P. Tumulty, Secretary to the Pres- 
ident, which read: “My dear Mr. White:—I have much pleasure in 
sending you the enclosed letter which the President has prepared for 
This remarkable testimonial from the nation’s Chief Executive 
emphasizes to members the meaning of the official recognition and 
approval of the National Amateur Wireless Association given by 
American Army and Navy officials, firmly establishing the organiza- 


tion as one of national amportance 


